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1. Introduction
Heavy rainfall event occurred in eastern and northern areas in Japan on 11-13 October 2019 during the passage of the 

typhoon Hagibis (2019), and more than 100 people were killed or missing as a result of the devastating floods and 

landslides (according to a report by the Fire and Disaster Management Agency of Japan on February 12, 2020). The 

operational mesoscale model of the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) successfully forecasted the occurrence of the 

heavy rainfall events, but a quantitative forecast of precipitation amount remains challenges. During this heavy rainfall 

event, precipitation was enhanced especially in the mountain areas, and the maximum precipitation amount during the 

event exceeded 1,000 mm (Fig. 1). In this study, in order to investigate the quantitative predictability of the heavy 

rainfall, we performed a case study on this events through the analysis of observation data and numerical simulations, 

and examined the environmental conditions, important factors, and numerical model representation for heavy rainfall. 

2. Model settings
Numerical simulations were performed by the JMA Non-Hydrostatic Model (NHM) with a domain of 2,500 x 2,500 

km covering Japan and horizontal resolutions of 5 km (5km-CNTL), 2 km (2km-CNTL), and 1 km (1km-CNTL). A 

convection parameterization scheme was not used in these experiments, but an additional experiment using the 

Kain-Fritsch scheme was performed for the horizontal resolution of 5 km. A bulk cloud microphysics scheme with 2-

moment cloud water, cloud ice, snow, and graupel was used and the Mellor-Yamada-Nakanishi-Niino scheme was 

applied for the turbulence closure scheme in all experiments. The initial and boundary conditions were provided from 

the 3-hourly JMA mesoscale analysis data and the models were run from 09 JST (JST=UTC+9h) on 11 to 15 JST on 13 

October 2019. Other setups were the same as those used by Saito et al. (2006). In order to investigate the effect of 

orography, we also performed experiments in which the mountains of Honshu were removed and the elevation was set to 

0 m (5km-, 5km-KF, 2km-, and 1km-NOZS), and experiments in which the land was removed for each horizontal 

resolution (5km-, 5km-KF, 2km-, and 1km-NOLN). 

3. Representations of typhoon Hagibis (2019) and precipitation amount
The typhoon moved northward to the south of Japan on 11 October and made landfall around 19 JST on 12 October. 

Precipitation intensified on the north side of the center of the typhoon, and heavy rainfall had started before the typhoon 

made landfall. The case study using the analysis data and observation data indicated that the important factors of heavy 

rainfall were the large supply of water vapor, the formation and intensification of a front on the north side of the 

typhoon during the transformation of the typhoon into an extratropical cyclone, the enhancement of precipitation by 

orography, and the direct influence of developed convective clouds near the center of the typhoon (not shown). 

Time series of the Regional Specialized Meteorological Center (RSMC) Tokyo best track (BT) central pressure and 

simulated central pressures are shown in Fig. 2. The central pressures were smaller than the best track in each 

experiment, but the temporal variations were reproduced successfully. In NOLN experiments, the rise in central pressure 

after 18 JST on 12 was slower than in others because of the lack of weakening of the typhoon at the time of landfall. 

The paths of the typhoon were almost the same as the best track in each experiment (Fig. 3). In the experiments using 

the KF scheme, the central pressures were higher than in the others and the paths were slightly northward. 

Figure 4 shows horizontal distributions of precipitation amount simulated by each experiment, and a summary of 

central pressures, delays of typhoon movement, and precipitation amounts in the domain A (rectangle in Figs. 1 and 3) 

is given in table 1. Compared with the radar analysis (RA), the distribution of heavy rainfall areas was reproduced in all 

Figure 3. RMSC Tokyo BT and 

simulated tracks from 09 JST 

on 11 to 12 JST on 13. 

Figure 2. Time series of RMSC Tokyo 

best track (BT) central pressure and 

simulated central pressures. 

Figure 1. Precipitation amount from 09 

JST on 11 to 12 UTC on 13 October 

2019 derived from Radar analysis (RA). 



CNTL experiments, and the precipitation amount averaged in the domain A was well reproduced in all CNTL 

experiments except for 5km-KFCNTL. On the other hand, the maximum precipitation amounts reached more than 1000 

mm for the 2km-CNTL only, and were underestimated for the other CNTL experiments. In NOZS experiments, 

precipitation amounts were reduced compared to the CNTLs at all horizontal resolutions, but the heavy rainfall itself 

was reproduced. It is indicated that the heavy rainfall was caused by the front that formed and intensified on the north 

side of the typhoon. In the CNTL experiments, precipitation enhancement through the Seeder-Feeder mechanism 

occurred due to rainfall on the low-level feeder clouds formed by the orographic updraft on the windward slopes of the 

mountains; this precipitation enhancement did not occur in the NOZS experiments and the contributions of orographic 

precipitation to the total precipitation amounts in the CNTL experiments ranged from 75-85% at each horizontal 

resolution. In the NOLN experiments, the area of heavy rainfall were shifted to the north of those in the CNTLs and 

NOZSs, and the maximum precipitation amounts in the domain A were smaller than in NOZSs for each resolution. 

In this study, the experiment with a horizontal resolution of 2 km showed the best reproducibility of heavy rainfall 

associated with Hagibis (2019). The results of this study indicate that the large water vapor supply and the front formed 

and intensified in the north of the typhoon were important factors of the heavy rainfall, and that precipitation was 

significantly enhanced by the orographic effect through the Seeder-Feeder mechanism. The underprediction of the 

maximum precipitation amount at 1km-CNTL might be due to the failure to reproduce the structures of the typhoon and 

the front. 

Figure 4. Horizontal distribution of precipitation amounts from 09 JST on 11 to 12 JST on 13 October 2019 in each 

experiment. 

Table 1. Summary of central pressures at the longitude of 138.7˚E, delays of typhoon movement, and precipitation amounts in 

the domain A (rectangle in Figs. 1 and 4). The values under the precipitation amounts from 09 JST on 11 to 12 JST on 13 

October of each sensitivity experiment indicate the decrease rate (%) from the precipitation amount of CNTL. 




